ASSOCIATE DEGREE IN

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

The associate degree in Occupational Therapy is designed -
for students who want to become Certified Occupational Da‘V]'d KreS S€e

Therapy Assistants (COTAs), working under the supervision Prog ram Chair

of Occupational Therapists to enable people of all ages to

function as independently as possible in their daily lives.

COTAs assist therapists in evaluating, planning, and ‘o 610-396-6425 Q DCK12@psu.edu
providing services to clients so they may care for their
own personal needs; be productive in their homes,
workplaces, or schools; and engage in leisure activities.

The Occupational Therapy Assistant program is a five
semester program that includes courses specific to the
major as well as general education courses to help students
develop a general knowledge base. The program includes
courses in psychology, anatomy, physiology, human
development and family studies, and others. The US
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics states,
“Employment is expected to grow much faster than average
as demand for occupational therapy services rises.”

The program is fully accredited by the Accreditation Council
for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE) of the American
Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) through the 2023-
2024 academic year.

Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE)
c/o Accreditation Department

American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA)

4720 Montgomery Lane Suite 200 Phone: 301-652-A0TA
Bethesda, MD 20814-3449 www.acoteonline.org

Gain Marketable Experience in College

Students in the Occupational Therapy degree program are
required to complete two eight-week internships at health care
facilities under the supervision of qualified occupational
therapy personnel. Following graduation, students are eligible
to take the National Board for Certification in Occupational
Therapy (NBCOT) exam.

Career Opportunities

Graduates of the program will be well prepared for careers
as Certified Occupational Therapy Assistants. These
professionals work in a variety of settings such as assisted
living and skilled nursing facilities, rehabilitation centers,
schools, hospitals, psychiatric centers, work hardening and
adjustment programs, home health, hand centers, as We].]. THIS PUBLICATION IS AVAILABLE IN ALTERNATIVE MEDIA ON REQUEST. Penn State is an equal opportunity,

affirmative action employer, and is committed to providing employment opportunities to all qualified

as community and wellness Setting S. applicants without regard to race, color, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national
origin, disability or protected veteran status. U.Ed. BKO 20-97

Penn State For more information, please visit

Berks BERKS.PSU.EDU




